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Wanda Vazquez Garced 


Wanda Vazquez Garced (born July 9, i96o)'^5][6] jg 
Puerto Rican politician and attorney who has been the 
Governor of Puerto Rico since August 7, 20 ig. Prior 
to her tenure as governor, she served as the 19th Secre tary 
of justice from 2017 to 2019. A member of the New 
Progressive Party and Republican Party of Puerto Rico, 
Vazquez Garced is the second female governor in Puerto 
Rico history after Sila Maria Calderon. She assumed the 
office following the resignation of Ricardo Rosello and the 
judicial annulation of Pedro Pierluisi 's short-lived 
government in the aftermath of the Telegramgat e Scandal. 
On August 16 she failed to secure the New Progressive 
Party nomination to Pedro Pierluisi for Governor of 
Puerto Rico in the 2020 elections. 

Garced's accession to the governorship was at the 
epicenter of a landmark decision by the Supreme Court of 
Puerto Rico in the case of Senado de Puerto Rico v. Hon. 
Pedro R. Pierluisi, l^^l by which Puerto Rico highest court 
derogated a clause added by Puerto Rico Law # 7 of 2005 
(Law No. 7-2005) to the Constitution of Puerto Rico , 
annulled Pedro Pierluisi's government, and reinforced the 
1952 Constitutional provisions for succession of 
government. 
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Early life and education 


Wanda Vazquez 



Governor of Puerto Rico 

Incumbent 
Assumed office 

August 7, 2019 

Preceded by Ricardo Rossello 

Pedro Pierluisi {de facto) 

19th Secretary of Justice of Puerto Rico 
In office 

January 2, 2017 - August 7, 2019 
Governor Ricardo Rossello 

Pedro Pierluisi {de facto) 
Preceded by Cesar Miranda 
Succeeded by Dennise Long o Qu inonesPJ 
Personal details 
Born July 9, 1960 

San Juan, Puerto Rico 
Political party Ne w Progressive 
Other political Democratic (before 2019)t?l 
affiliations Republican (2019-present)HlMl 

Spouse(s) Jorge Diaz Reveron 

Children 2 


Residence La Fortaleza 

Education University of Puerto Rico, Rio 

Piedras (BA) 

Interamerican University of 
Puerto Rico (JD) 
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Vazquez Garced was born in Santurce, San Juan and I Website Government website (https://w I 

raised in Gua3 a iabo .^ Her parents worked in a factory, ww.fortalez a.pr.gov/) 

her father as a security guard, her mother died at the age 

of 53. Her father has been remarried for twenty years. She has a younger brother and an older sister. She 
began her primary studies at the Ramon Marin and Margarita Janer schools in Guaynabo, Puerto 
Rico.IiSl Vazquez became interested in law at an early age. She said in an interview that she used to 
watch TV shows like Hawaii Five -0 with her father, which led her to realize she wanted to follow a 
career along that line. Vazquez studied at the U niversity of Puerto Rico, where she completed her 
bachelor's degree. After that, she completed her J uris doctor (J.D.) at the ^teramerican University of 
Puerto Rico School of Law.^ 


Career 


During the 1980s, Vazquez worked for the Puerto Rico Department of Housing. She then worked as a 
distric t attorney for the Puerto Rico Department of Justice for 20 years. Vazquez specialized in cases of 
domestic and gender violence. She also worked in the Criminal Division for the Bayamon Prosecutor's 
office. 

In 2010, Vazquez was appointed to replace Ivonne Feliciano as the head of the Office for Women's Rights 
of the island. On November 30, 2016, Governor-elect Ricardo Rossello nominated her for the position 
of Secretary of Justice of Puerto Rico. She was confirmed and sworn in January 18, 2017.^^ 

Governor of Puerto Rico 

Vazquez Garced was initially expected to become governo r of Puerto 
Rico after the resignation of Ricardo Rossello on August 2, 

2019.^141115] She was met with opposition, with critics calling for her 
resignation due to allegations of corruption and inability to deal with 
domestic violence on the island. Protests against her proposed 
succession as governor took place, the most notable of these being 
the Samos Mas march, Spanish for "We Are More", a title alluding to 
a popular chant during the protests calling for Rossello's 
resignation.^-] The hashtag #WandaRenuncia (Spanish for "Wanda 
Resign") began trending on Twitter soon after Rossello announced 
his intention to resign.tlzHlMl^IIgo] Vazquez said on Twitter that she 
had no interest in becoming governor,!^ and that she would take 
the position only if she were constitutionally required to.^^ 

On July 31, Rossello announced that he was appointing Pedro 
Pierluisi as the new Secre tary of State; the secretary of state supersedes the secretary of justice in the 
order of succession.i^ On August 1, however, the Puerto Rican Senate blocked Pierluisi from being 
confirmed as secretary of state in time for Rossello's resignation on August 2.1^ Upon Rossello's 
resignation, Pierluisi succeeded to the governorship in a d e facto manner instead of Vazquez. However, 
he was not confirmed by the Senate, calling into question the validity of his governorship.fesl 

On August 7, 2019, the Supreme Court of Puerto Rico ruled that Pierluisi was sworn in on 
unconstitutional grounds and removed him from office, effective at 5 p.m. AST. At that time, Vazquez 
became the second femal e governor of Puerto Rico.t^^ii^Zl 



Wanda Vazquez Garced meeting 
with U.S. Congressman Don Young 
in November 2019. 
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Vazquez stated she wants to recover Hurricane Maria relief funds, 
and review all government contracts to ensure they are managed 
correctly, free of corruption. She said she wants to work with 
President Donald Trump to help the island of Puerto Rico and its 3.2 
million American citizens.t^®3 She stated all contracts signed hy 
Ricardo Rossello would be reviewed. ^^91 At the same time, HUD 
(Housing and Urban Development) stated that hurricane funds 
would be delayed to Puerto Rico due to corruption, and incapacity to 
absorb funds for projects, respectively.£221 

In the aftermath of 2019-20 Puerto Rico earthquakes residents 
discovered unused aid from Hurricane Maria in a warehouse in 
Ponce and as a result Vazquez fired her emergency management 
director.£2ll On July 21, 2020, the Puerto Rico Office of the Special 
Independent Prosecutor's Panel opened a case against Vazquez for alleged violation of the 
Commonwealth's ethics law, as well as federal regulations, related to her handling of aid to the 
earthquake victims.!^ She responded by accusing the judge in charge of the investigation of being a 
supporter of her primary elections challenger Pedro Pierluisi. Vazquez was ordered by the panel to 
present evidence in the form of photos which she claimed demonstrated that political motives were 
behind the investigation, but she failed to provide said evidence. 

On March 12, 2020, Vazquez Garced declared a state of emergency for Puerto Rico and activated the 
Puerto Rican National Guard as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic in Puerto Rico .£241 



Wanda Vazquez during her meeting 
with Chris Murphy , U.S. Senator 
from Connecticut. 


2020 Primaries 


On August 16, 2020, Vazquez Garced lost the gubernatorial primary race to Pedro Pierluisi. With 75.6% 
of voting stations reporting, Pierluisi had won about 57.9% of the votes to Vazquez’s 42.1%, clinching the 
nomination for New Progressive Party. Pierluisi claimed victory after Vazquez recognized his lead and 
said she respected the will of voters.£25l£2^ 

Personal life 


Vazquez is married to Jorge D iaz Reveron, a judge in Caguas, Puerto Rico. She has two daughters, 
Stephanie and Beatriz Diaz Vazquez.ST 

See also 

■ List of female governors in the United States 

■ List of party switchers in the United States 

■ Telegr am gate 

References 


1. "Gobernadora nombra secretaria de Justicia y director de Etica Gubernamental en receso" (https://w 

ww.primerahora.com/noticias/gobierno-politica/nota/gobernadoranombrasecretariadejusticiaydirector 
deeticagubernamentalenreceso-1359061/). Primera Hora (in Spanish). August 18, 2019. Retrieved 
August 20, 2019. 


https://en.wikipeclia.org/wiki/Wanda_Vazquez_Garced 


3/6 










9/22/2020 


Wanda Vazquez Garced - Wikipedia 


2. Sanchez, Ray; Levenson, Eric (July 25, 2019). "Likely successor of Puerto Rico's disgraced 
gove rnor in crosshairs of w ary protesters" (http s://edition.cnn.com/2019/07/25/us/wanda-vazquez-ga 
rced- puerto-rico/index.html). CNN. Retrieved Decembers, 2019. 

3. "Puerto Rico Gov. Vazquez Outlines Plans for Island After Political Turmoil" (https://www.nbcmiami.c 
om/news/local /puerto-rico-gov-vazq uez-outli nes-p lans-for-island-after-political-turmoil/124485/). NBC 
Miami. August 20, 2019. Retrieved December 8, 2019. 

4. "Wanda Vazquez fue parte de la Asociacion de Secretaries de Justicia de los democratas" (https://w 
ww.elnuevodia.com/noticias/locales/nota/wandavazquezfuepartedelaasociaciondesecretariosdejustic 
iadelosdemocratas-2513050/). El Nuevo Dia (in Spanish). August 21, 2019. Retrieved December 8, 
2019. 

5. "Fuerte y sentimental la Procuradora de las Mujeres" (https://www.primerahora.com/noticias/puerto-ri 
co/nota/fuerteysentimentallaprocuradoradelasmujeres-575816/}. PrimeraHora. 

6. "Wanda Vazquez Gar ced" (https://www. pressread er.com/puerto-rico/el-nuevo-d%C3%ADa/2016120 
1/281659664654901). www.pressreader.com. 

7. "Wanda Vazquez era la siguiente opcion para gobernadora de Puerto Rico, pero no quiere el 
puesto" (https://cnnespanol.cnn.eom/2019/07/28/puerto-rico-wanda-vazquez-gobernadora-puesto-no 
^quiere-twittej;^. CNN (in Spanish). July 28, 2019. Retrieved July 29, 2019. 

8. Robles, Frances (July 29, 2019). "Protests Are Still Erupting in Puerto Rico. This Time, It's Over 
Wanda Vazquez as Governor" (https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/29/us/puerto-rico-march-vazquez-r 
ossello.html?smid=tw-nytnational&smtyp=cur). The New York Times. Retrieved July 29, 2019. 

9. "Portal de la Rama Judicial de Puerto Rico" (http ://ww w.ramaju dicial.pr/Prensa/comunicados/2019/0 
8-07-19.htm). www.ramajudicial.pr. Retrieved August 14, 2020. 

10. https://www.fortaleza.pr.gov/conoce/ qobernador a 

11. Insisten en renuncia de Wanda Vazquez: Lider camera! dice que este peso ayudaria a la jefa de 
Justicia a demostrar su integridad. (https://www.elvocero.com/gobierno/insisten-en-renuncia-de-wan 
da-v-zqu ez/article_0d9e7e5a-f43d-11 e8-b696-b7f827955560.html) Ayeza Diaz Rolon. EL VOCERO 
November 30, 2018. Accessed March 3, 2020. 

12. "Wanda Vazquez Garced" (https://www.pressreader.eom/puerto-rico/el-nuevo-d%C3%ADa/2016120 
1/281659664654901). El Nuevo Dia (in Spanish). December 1, 2016. 

13. "Confirman a Wanda Vazquez como Secretaria de Justicia" (https://www.telemundopr.eom/noticias/d 
estacados/Confirman-a-Wanda-Vazquez-como-Secretaria-de-Justicia-411114815.html). Telemundo 
PR . January 18, 2017. 

14. Del Real, Jose A.; Robles, Frances (July 24, 2019). "Who Is Wanda Vazquez, Who Is in Line to 
Become Puerto Rico's Next Governor?" ( https://www.nytim es.eom/2019/07/24/us/puerto-rico-wanda- 
vasquez-governor.html). New York Times. Retrieved July 25, 2019. 

15. "Puerto Rico Governor's Resignation Shakes Bankrupt Commonwealth" (https://www.bloomberg.co 
m/news/articles/2019-07-24/puerto-rico-lawmakers-push-to-impeach-crisis-beset-governor?srnd=pre 
miurn). Bloomberg. July 24, 2019. Retrieved July 25, 2019. 

16. "Manifestantes piden la renuncia de Wanda Vazque z" (https: //www.elnuevodia.com/videos/manifesta 
ntespidenlarenunciadewandavazquez-video-256851/). El Nuevo Dia. July 25, 2019. Retrieved 

July 27, 2019. 

17. Cole, Brendan (July 25, 2019). "#WandaRenuncia Trends As Puerto Ricans Call for Ricardo 
Rosello's Likely Successor As Governor to ^sign As Well" (https:/ /www.newsweek.com/puerto-rico- 
rossello-wanda-wanda-vazquez-1451114). Newsweek. Retrieved July 27, 2019. 

18. Steinbuch, Yason (July 25, 2019). "Puerto Ricans will continue protests if governor's likely successor 
takes office " (https://nypost.e om/2019/07/25/puerto-ricans-will-continue-protests-if-governors-likely-s 
uccessor-takes-office/). New York Post. Retrieved July 21, 2019. 

19. Martinez, Gina. Tuerto Rico's Governor Is Resigning. But Flis Successor Worries Protestors Too" (ht 
tps://tim e.com/563 3884/wanda-vazquez-puerto-rico-governor-successor/). Time. Retrieved July 27, 
2019. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wanda_Vazquez_Garced 


4/6 



9/22/2020 


Wanda Vazquez Garced - Wikipedia 


20. De Jesus Salaman, Adriana (July 25, 2019). ]|_"Wanda renuncia" adorna calles de San Juan " (https:// 
www.noticel.co m/ahora/g obierno/wanda-renuncia-adorna-calles-de-san-juan/1099836861). Notice!. 
Retrieved July 27, 2019. 

21. Amir Vera and Leyla Santiago. "The woman who was next in line to be Puerto Rico's governor 
doesn't want the job" (https: //www.cnn.eom/2019/07/28/us/puerto-rico-governor-successor-declines-i 
ob/index.html). CNN. Retrieved July 29, 2019. 

22. Robles, Frances (July 29, 2019). "Protests Are Still Erupting in Puerto Rico. This Time, It's Over 
Wanda Vazquez as Governor" (https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/29/us/puerto-rico-march-vazquez-r 
ossello.html). The New York Times. ISSN 0362-4331 (https://www.worldcat.org/issn/0362-4331). 
Retrieved July 29, 2019. 

23. "Puerto Rico Gov. Ricardo Rossello wants Pedro Pierluisi to succeed him" (https://www.nbcnews.co 
m/news/latino/puerto-rico-gov-rossell-names-pedro-pierluisi-secretary-state-could-n 1037141). NBC 
News. 

24. Goto, Danica. "Puerto Rico Still Unsure Who'll Be Governor Within Hours" ( http:// www. nbcnewyork .c 
om /news/poli tics/Puerto-Rico-Governor-Successor-Delayed-513504261.html). NBC New York. 

25. "Puerto Rico gets new go vernor a fter text scandal" (https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-492 
18012). BBC News. August 3, 2019. 

26. Mazzei, Patricia; Robles, Frances (August 7, 2019). "Puerto Rico Supreme Court Rules New 
Governor Was Unlawfully Sworn In" (https://www.nytimes.eom/2019/08/07/us/puerto-rico-governor-s 
upreme-court-pierluisi.html). The New York Times. ISSN 0362-4331 (https://www.worldcat. 0 rg/issn/O 
362- 4331) . Retrieved August 7, 2019. 

27. "Portal de la Rama Judicial de Puerto Rico" ( http: //ww w.ramaiu dicial.pr/Prensa/comunicados/2019/0 
8-07-19b.htm). www.ramajudicial.pr. Retrieved August 7, 2019. 

28. Goto, Danica (August 16, 2019). "AP Interview: Puerto Rico governor to stay, fight corruption" (http 
s: //apnew s.com/dcfed280931140e1942b5746dde38f92). AP NEWS. Retrieved August 17, 2019. 

29. "Contracts Signed by Former Puerto Rican Governor May Go Under Review. Will This Lead to 
Change? - The Takeaway" (https://www.wnycstudios.org/story/contracts-signed-former-puerto-rican- 
governor -review). WNYC Studios. January 29, 1978. Retrieved August 19, 2019. 

30. "HUD Delays Hurricane Aid Citing P.R. Corruption, VI. Capa city" (https://sti ohnsource.com/2019/08/ 
06/citing-corruption-hud-delays-hurricane-aid/). St. John Source. August 6, 2019. Retrieved 
August 19, 2019. 

31. "Puerto Rico residents outraged after discovering unused aid from Hurricane Maria" (https://www.nbc 
news.com/news/latino/puerto-rico-residents-outraged-after-discovering-warehouse-full-unused-aid-n 
1118501). NBC News. Retrieved August 30, 2020. 

32. "FEI ofrece detalles de la investigacion a Wanda Vazquez" (https://www.primerahora.com/noticias/go 
bierno-politica/notas/fei-ofrece-detalles-de-la-investigacion-a-wanda-vazq uez/) . Primera Hora. 
Retrieved August 30, 2020. 

33. elvocero.com, Redaccion. "PFEI ordena entrega de evidencia a defensa de Wanda Vazquez" (http 
s://www.elvocero.com /gob ierno/pfei-ordena-entrega-de-evidencia-a-defensa-de-wanda-v-zquez/articl 
e_823687ba-cdbe-11ea-9484-43556aef7bfb.html). El Vocero de Puerto Rico (in Spanish). Retrieved 
August 30, 2020. 

34. Gresik, Dylan (March 13, 2020). "Governor of Puerto Rico declares emergency, activates National 
Guard in response to coronavirus" (https://www.militarytimes.eom/news/coronavirus/2020/03/12/gov 
ernor-of-puerto-rico-declares-emergency-activates-national-guard-in-response-to-coronavirus/). 
Military Times. Retrieved March 26, 2020. 

35. https://www.msn.com/en-us/ne ws/politics/p uerto-rico-governor-vazquez-loses-primary-race-to- 
2ierluisi/ar-BB181Adl?li=BBnbcA1 

36. https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latin o/puerto-rico -gov-wanda-vazquez-loses-primary-pro-statehood- 
party-n 1236901 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wanda_Vazquez_Garced 


5/6 



9/22/2020 


Wanda Vazquez Garced - Wikipedia 


External links 


■ Gobernador de Puerto Rico Official Site - La Fortaleza (https://www.fortaleza.pr.gov/conoce/goberna 
dor) 

■ Wanda Vazquez Garced (https://twitter.com/wandavazquezg) on Twitter 


Legal offices 


Preceded by 

Secretary of Justice of Puerto Rico 

Succeeded by 

Cesar Miranda 

2017-2019 

Dennise Longo Quinones 

Political offices 

Preceded by 

Pedro Pierluisi 
(e/e facto) 

Governor of Puerto Rico 

2019-present 

Incumbent 


Retrieved from "https://en.Wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wanda_Vazquez_Garced&oldid=977484679" 


This page was last edited on 9 September 2020, at 03:37 (UTC). 

Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply. By using this site, 
you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., a 
non-profit organization. 


https ;//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wanda_Vazquez_Garced 


6/6 














